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charter was not dissolved by the Revolution. An Act of the State of
New Hampshire altering the charter without the consent of the cor-
poration in a material respect is an act impairing the obligation of the
charter, and is unconstitutional and void.
But the movement toward broadening and democratiz-
ing the colleges did result in the foundation of a number of
permanent state universities. Finding that the old insti-
tutions could not be transformed, the Southern states and
the new commonwealths arising across the Alleghenies
began to provide for state institutions of higher education
either at the time of framing their constitutions or shortly
thereafter. As a result, state universities were opened
during the transition in some seven commonwealths —
North Carolina (1795), Georgia (1800), Ohio (1804),
South Carolina (1805), Tennessee (1807), Indiana (1824),
and Virginia (1825). The University of Maryland was
also projected, but only its Medical and Law Schools were
founded in this period. In each of the new states the
foundation of such a university was facilitated through a
land endowment from the Federal Government. This
practice was started under the special contract of sale
made by Congress for the Ohio Company on July 23, 1787.
In addition to the reservation of the sixteenth section for
common schools already mentioned (see p. 272), it was
provided :
Not more than two complete townships to be given perpetually
for the purpose of a university, to be laid of! by the purchaser or
purchasers, as near the center as may be, so that the same shall be
good land, to be applied to the intended object by the legislature of
the state.
On the strength of this endowment Ohio University
was opened at Athens,1 but a further grant of "one town-
1 Not to be confused with the Ohio State University, founded much later at
Columbus.

